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Semite and Aryan. A recent issue of a foreign journal contains a resume 
of the argument of a learned scholar to prove that the Aryans are of Semitic 
origin. He adduces a variety of words similar in both families of languages, 
e. g., Schwert, old Saxon Cherv, English, sword as compared with Hebrew 
herebh. He traces the very name ' ' Aryan " to a Semitic source connecting it 
with the "lion," Hebrew ^r/, of the tribe of Judah. This royal tribe bore a 
lion rampant on its banner. "Why, indeed," says the writer of the article, 
" should it not be possible that the tribes who are to this day dwelling in some 
parts of India, and who pride themselves as being descendants of some of the 
tribes of Israel, should have assumed the name of Aryans in perpetuation of 
the title by which their ancestor Judah was distinguished, and that the name 
should subsequently have been introduced into Europe by their brethren, the 
so-called Indo-Germanic races, who migrated westward?" In respect to all 
such attempts, the sober statement of the late Professor Wright should be 
remembered : ' ' When Semitic philology has advanced so far as to have dis- 
covered the laws by which the original biliterals (assuming their separate ex- 
istence) were converted into triliterals ; when we are able to account for the 
position, and to explain the function of each variable constituent of the tri- 
literal roots, then and not till then, may we venture to think of comparing the 
primitive Indo-European and Semitic vocabularies." 

Israel in Europe. The writer of the above article discourses interestingly 
in regard to the colonization of Europe generally by the Hebrews, which, he 
says, exerted a far greater influence than the much vaunted Aryan influx. In 
doing so, he refers to the taking of Palermo by a body of Israelites under the 
leadership of Eliphas, son of Esau. Thus much at least says the Aramaic in- 
scription which records the event on the Baichi Tower at Palermo. For the 
rest, the records of history give distinct evidence of the existence of Hebrew 
colonies in Italy and Spain from the most remote periods. The city of 
Milan is alleged to have been built by Hebrews, and numerous agricultural 
settlements are supposed to have been founded by them throughout the sur- 
rounding country. The migration of Hebrews was much encouraged by 
Solomon for the development of commerce, and the city of Salamanca in Spain 
is popularly supposed to have derived its name from the wise monarch whose 
subjects helped to found it. After the overthrow of his dynasty, the partisans 
of Saul fled to Afghanistan, whence a large number of exiled Jews followed 
them, others migrating to India. Then came the banishment of the tribes of 
Napthali and Gad and the half tribe of Manasseh, some of whom made their 
way to Siberia and the northern frontier of India, whilst others subsequently 
migrated to various parts of India, Persia and the Caucasus. Israelitish 
migration to Europe received a further impetus in the reign of Cyrus, when 
many Jews preferred to seek their fortunes in the free far West to living in 
their native land under foreign domination, and adopted the national language. 
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This fact is conclusively proved from the occasional presence in Jerusalem, 
during the time of the Second Temple, of Jews from all quarters of the globe, 
and speaking all the then known languages. The cultivation of the vine in 
Italy, the south of France, and even in Hungary, was introduced into those 
lands in the days of the Roman Emperors by Jews, whose skill as husband- 
men, wine and fruit growers was then pre-eminent. 



Hebre'ws 12 : 2. In some notes on New Testament passages. Principal 
David Brown, in the Expositor, gives a new turn of thought to the familiar 
phrase, " the author and finisher (perfecter R. V.) of our faith." He rejects 
the word " our," and would translate, " the captain and perfecter of ' faith.' " 
The passage, he maintains, teaches not that Jesus is the author and completer 
of " our own" faith, but of the " life of faith." In other words. He is the model 
believer. It is claimed that the very next verse brings out this idea. The 
" joy" was conditioned on the triumph of faith in enduring suffering. So the 
entire course of Christ's temptation is a test and victorj' of faith. At the 
cross one said, "He trusted in God that he would deliver him," etc. Thus 
Christ is the " leader and conductor" of the army of believers, for He is Him- 
self the most shining example of faith. This is a fresh light upon an old text. 



Matthew 10 : 8. This passage includes the raising of the dead among those 
powers which our Lord assigned to the disciples on their missionary journey. 
But this seems to Principal Brown so incredible that he raises a question about 
it in the same number and article of the Expositor. He shows (i) that the 
raising of the dead was Jesus' mightiest work, (2) that only three cases of his 
doing this deed are recorded, (3) no case is recorded of the disciples having 
done such a deed, (4) when the seventy returned, the greatest thing they 
report was the subjection of the devils ; this they would not have done if they 
or the apostles had raised the dead. The conclusion is that this clause in Matt. 
10 : 8 is an interpolation. Principal Brown suggests that it may have crept in 
from the carelessness of a scribe who recalled similar language used by Jesus 
concerning His own works, when John's disciples came with the question of 
their master (Luke 7 : 19-23). 



Genesis xiv. The names of this remarkable chapter have recently been 
subjected to a careful investigation and comparison with the cuneiform 
material now accessible, by Professor Sayce. He has succeeded in reaching 
some interesting results. He maintains the historical existence of the Amraph- 
el, Arioch, Chedorlaomer and Tidal as kings in these ancient times. The 
very names have been discovered on the tablets. This chapter, as he says, must 
be accepted as a page torn from the annals of ancient Babylonia, and that 
originally it was written by a Babylonian is clear, as of the four eastern kings 
the Babylonian princes have the place of honor in the narrative. He also has 
an interesting argument to prove, from the cuneiform syllabary, that the 
account of this Palestine campaign was copied by a Hebrew scribe. The names 
of the conquered tribes in Palestine were just as great a puzzle to modem 
criticism as those of the Chaldean princes, and so the Zuzim in Ham, the Zam- 
zummim of Deuteronomy, were relegated, like the Chaldean invaders, to the 
land of myth, solely because of ignorance concerning the cuneiform syllabary 



